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Church, the importance of which It seems to me impossible to exaggerate. There are undoubtedly some natives who are only nominally Christian, and who give an evil report to Christianity ; but these are they who have been carelessly received5 without instruction and without proof, into the Christian Church. The missionary bodies as a rule are careful in this matter; and we have no reason to be ashamed of our Indian brethren in Christ. For myself, I have Indian Christian friends for whom I have as high a regard as for my friends in the West, and whose characters I have recognised as becoming more and more Christlike as they submit themselves to His teaching and to the influence of His Spirit,
Apart from their converts, the influence of missionaries has been of the highest value. There are men who make no profession of Christianity, and who are animated all the same by the great principles of Christian morality; there are also some whose profession of Christianity is clear ...and decided, but not public. I remember a specially striking case.. We had an applicant for baptism in Nagpur, who had received all his religious Instruction while he was tutor in the family of an Indian gentleman whom we did not know to be a professing Christian. This gentleman had family worship in his house which this young man attended; and the latter was led to inquire into the truth of Christianity and Joined the Church. His employer died some years afterwards still un-baptised; but several members of Ms family were received into the Church not long after his death. I have known intimately many such secret disciples.
To me the results of Christian missions are not small or discouraging, they are important and of the highest promise. The efforts that have been put forth by the Christian Churches for the evangelisation of non-Christian countries are indeed exceedingly inadequate. The command of the Christ in regard to this matter was lost sight of for centuries. Modern times have seen a revival of the missionary spirit, but by no means a worthy response to the Lord's commission. Such efforts as